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Hello Laurels,  
A hint of fall is in the air in the north Georgia Mountains, and I know the mountains will 
be showing their stunning fall colors when you come to Hiawassee Thursday, October 22 
for Laurel District's Annual Meeting. Remember to bring items to donate to the 
"Honeycomb Market Place". We greatly appreciate all the wonderful donations that 
help to offset District expenses. In addition, you never know what treasures you will 
find. The Hiawassee Garden Club has planned a not-to-miss day that includes a fantastic 
program, "Bounty of the Bees." You will find the registration form in this newsletter and 
on our web site:  www.laureldistrict.org. 
 

The Garden Club of Georgia, Inc. President Betty Grimes has chosen "Flourish Our 
Future" as her theme for this administration. Let us help flourish the future of garden 
clubs by inviting new members to join us, including getting youth involved in gardening 
through youth programs and youth garden clubs. 
 

   Laurel District garden clubs do so many wonderful projects to  
   benefit their communities and each deserves recognition for  
   their hard work. Consider applying for an award by preparing a  
   Book of Evidence for your project(s). Check the GUIDE for details 
   on applying for each award and award deadlines. 
 

   Our District chairs have submitted reports or articles to   
   familiarize you with their chairmanships. You will see their  
   name, number and e-mail address listed. When you find  
   projects that interest your club you can contact these chairmen  
   for more information to help you succeed. Also, be sure to keep 
   the Chairman updated on your club successes. 
 

I look forward to seeing you in Hiawassee as Laurel District enjoys some  
"Laughter in the Garden". Victoria Chandler, Laurel District Director (2009-2011) 
    229 Rising Star Rd., Ellijay, GA 30536 
     RisingStar@ellijay.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

òFlourish  
 Our Futureó 

Betty Grimes,  
 State President  
 

òTogether as One  
ð Our Hands and Hearts  
 are POWER.ó 
 Mary Sue Colvin, 

DS Regional Director 
 

òThe World Around Us  
- Love It  
- Beautify It  
- Protect It ó 
Renee Blaschke,  

 NGC President 
 

 

 

 

 

 

òThe Most  

Precious  

Thing  

One can  

Make is  

A Friend."  

 

 
 
 

         CCCrrruuuiiissseee   tttooo   ttthhheee   BBBaaahhhaaammmaaasss   
I have exciting news, Laurel District will be raffling off a Royal Caribbean cruise for two to the 

Bahamas on "Monarch of the Seas" leaving from Port Canaveral, FL. Winners can choose their 
own cruise date. The drawing will be at our Annual District Meeting in Hiawassee on October 
22, 2009. Winner need not be present to win and does not have to be a GCG member, anyone 
can buy a ticket. Tickets are $25.00 each and only 100 tickets will be sold. Proceeds go to The 
Garden Club of Georgia, Inc., National Convention Fund. Tickets can be purchased through the 
mail, send check (made out to "GCG") and a self addresses stamped envelope to:  

   Victoria Chandler, 229 Rising Star Rd., Ellijay, GA 30536, before Oct. 15th.  

Victoria Chandler, Laurel District Director Fall, 2009 

òLaughter in 
the Gardenó 

http://www.laureldistrict.org/
mailto:RisingStar@ellijay.com
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Laurel District Club of the Year  

 !ǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΩǎ [ŀǳǊŜƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘΣ 
outgoing District Director Lou Ann Bleakley named 

the Garden Club of Ellijay as the most outstanding 
club in Laurel District. The Garden Club of Ellijay 
President Barbara Dunson received the Club of The 
Year Award, a silver tray with engraved winners on 
the back, to use and keep for another year. This is 

the second time in a row the club has had this honor.  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Helga collects  

TABS for Ronald 

McDonald House 

Lou Ann Bleakley 

recognized with 

Scholarship  

in her name. Laurel District Breakfast at State Convention 

 

Reception  

for Betty 

Grimes 

Betty Grimes recognized as new State 

President at State Convention Meeting 

Flower Show at State 

Convention 
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    Yearbook Award #16  
Deadline -  October 15, 2009  

  
Look at the GCG Guide and follow the Scale of Points for 
Award #16.  Submit your Club, Council or 
Judges/Consultants Yearbook for an award. 
 Mail       2 copies of the yearbook 
 2 completed GCG Award Applications  
 2 completed NGC Award Applications  
To the State Yearbook Chairman:  

Helen Huddleston,  
225 Spring Ridge Road,  
Thomasville, GA 31792   

Phone 229-227-9896 Hh1051@rose.net 
  

Mail 1 completed GCG Award Application to the State 
Awards Chairman:   

Suzanne Wheeler  
311 Smith Street  

Hartwell, GA 30643 
 

Please DO NOT require a signature for delivery.  For 
verification of receipt of yearbook by the state chairman, 
include a self addressed stamped postcard. 
 

   

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Director Victoria Chandler  
229 Rising Star Rd., Ellijay 30536-4800 

706-635-3388 (h) 706-273-0620 (c) 

risingstar@ellijay.com 
 

Co-Director Veronica W. Carden  
1302 Euharlee Rd. SW, Euharlee 30145-2861 

770-386-9348 (h) 770-315-9348 (c) 

vjwcarden@netscape.net 
 

Recording Secretary Melanie E. Caldwell  
227 East 11th St., Rome 30161-3338 

706-235-0410 (h) melaniel943@msn.com 
 

Corresponding Secretary Jackie Fulmer  
77 Holden Rd., Rockmart 30153-3157 

770-684-8229 (h) 770-722-8229 (c) 

jackie.fulmer@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer Caroline Alford  

7 Pine Valley Rd. SW, Rome 30165-4337 

706-291-0684 (h) 706-346-5886 (c) 

706-234-0762 (fax) caroboone@aol.com 
 

Parliamentarian Lou Ann Bleakley  

PO Box 965, Blairsville 30514-0965 

706-745-7033 (h) dablab@windstream.net 
 

Awards 
Lou Ann Bleakley, Chairman,  

P.O. Box 965, Blairsville, Ga 30514-0965 

706-745-7033  dablab@windstream.net 

LAUREL DISTRICT OFFICERS  
ά[ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ Lƴ ¢ƘŜ DŀǊŘŜƴέ  

GARDEN THERAPY 
Tish Redwine Chairman 

210 Sherwood Rd., Rome 30165-4276 
706-291-3902  fredwine2@comcast.net 

Pantry Pounding for John Paul at NWGRH 
bƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΩǎ DŀǊŘŜƴ ¢ƘŜǊŀǇȅ 
needs our support more than ever. Suggestions 
of items you may bring to the District meeting 
and to the board meeting are aprons, dishtowels, 
oven mitts, gardening tools, hoses. etc. plus:  
  

Cookie Mix Brownie Mix 

Cake Mix  Sugar 

Self-Rising Flour Corn Meal 

Cornbread Mix Cooking Oil 

Coffee Creamer Coffee 

Scrub Sponges Comet 

Dish Washing Liquid Chocolate Chips 

Cocoa  

Don't forget the Fig Leaf Project as well! 
WƻƘƴ tŀǳƭΩǎ Ŝ-mail (jpbreault@dhr.state.ga.us) . 
  
  

 

CIVIC IMPROVEMENT 
Kathy Haynes, Chairman 

1149 Green St. Circle, Gainesville 30501-2208 
770-532-4212,  kathyhaynes@bellsouth.net 

Much of the beautification and conservation in our 
country has been spearheaded by garden club members. 
It is to the benefit of all that this cause be supported and 
continued. Garden Clubs and Councils are encouraged to 
establish and implement programs which improves, 
beautifies, protects and conserves in public areas of GA 
communities.  
The Community On My Mind Program was established to 
encourage local garden clubs and councils to implement 
civic improvement projects which provide public benefit. 
Garden Clubs or Councils may apply for a $200 matching 
grant for qualifying projects. For more information and a 
grant application, go to The GCG website and click on 
Grants and Scholarships.  
If your Garden Club or Council has completed a 
community project, you are encouraged to apply for a 
GCG Award, regardless of whether or not a COMM grant 
has been used. See the GUIDE for Awards offered: State 
#13, #49; DSR #1, #10; and NGC #1. 
 

mailto:Hh1051@rose.net
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/CLV%20Garden%20Club/Laurel%20District/LD%20Newsletter%202009/risingstar@ellijay.com
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/CLV%20Garden%20Club/Laurel%20District/LD%20Newsletter%202009/vjwcarden@netscape.net
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/CLV%20Garden%20Club/Laurel%20District/LD%20Newsletter%202009/melaniel943@msn.com
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/CLV%20Garden%20Club/Laurel%20District/LD%20Newsletter%202009/jackie.fulmer@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/CLV%20Garden%20Club/Laurel%20District/LD%20Newsletter%202009/caroboone@aol.com
mailto:dablab@windstream.net
mailto:dablab@windstream.net
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           Your Attendance is Requested    at the annual 

        Community Wildlife Project Workshop  hosted by 
The Georgia Department of Natural Resources, 

Nongame Endangered Wildlife Program 
And The Garden Club of Georgia, Inc. 

        Thursday, September 3, 2009 

           10:30 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. 
Plan to learn the latest updates of this important project, including a discussion 

regarding protecting and preserving our non-game wildlife. 
At the offices of 

Georgia DNR Wildlife Resources Division 

116 Rum Creek Drive, Forsyth, Georgia   31029 
 

 
 

 

  

"A Gardening Experience"  

with Coach Vince Dooley  
DATE:  Sunday, September 13, 2009  
TIME:  5 -  8 p.m.  
LOCATION:  Athens, Georgia  
Enjoy a Once in a Lifetime Chance to see  
the Legend's Garden!  
Barbara and Vince Dooley  
Host "A Gardening Experience"  

Benefiting  
The Southeastern 
Flower Show  
and its parent 
organization  
The Southeastern 
Hortic ultural Society  

Since 1995, when 

Vince Dooley 

developed a passion for horticulture, the 2.5 
acres surrounding his house have been 

transformed into a virtual botanical garden, 

with many rare trees and shrubs. There are 

more than 100 varieties of camellias a nd 
Japanese maples, as well as numerous 

hydrangeas. The Dooley garden is full of 

horticultural treasures and surprises. You might 
easily conclude this garden will become, like its 

owner, a legend.  

  Garden Tour    Refreshments  
  Raffle    Book Signing  

Tickets  
$50 each, available online www.sehort.org or 

mail check to the Southeastern Horticultural 
Society, 1705 Commerce Drive, NW, Suite 400, 

Atlanta, Ga. 30318. Each ticket will include a 

single SHS membership for one year, a $35 
value, or a one year ext ension if you already 

have a SHS membership.  

The Southeastern Flower Show  
 

will be held at the Cobb Galleria Centre on 
February 4, 5, & 6th, 2010.  
The Southeastern Horticultural Society is 
delighted to announce this change of plans 
and we hope to surprise and delight you 
with a new format and a fresh look. Emily 
Johnson will Chair the show and would 
welcome your help. More details will follow 
when the official announcement is made 
public. Make your plans to attend (You are 
getting insider information that isn't on the 
web site yet!) The SEHS is looking for 
volunteers to help coordinate and assist 
with the flower show. If you are able to 
participate, please contact 
Marsha Webb, GCG Liaison  
Southeastern Flower Show  
Southeastern Horticultural Society, 
Executive Committee & Board of Directors 
@ 404-219-7101 or marsh@webbsight.org 

LANDSCAPE DESIGN SCHOOL 
Series XXV, Course One 

Sponsored By 
Redbud District & Pine Needle Garden Club 

October 2 & 3, 2009              LaGrange, Georgia 
Full Course Price $65            Outstanding Instructors! 

 Accommodations: 
Best Western, Holiday Inn Express,Comfort Inn, 

Jameson Inn,Hampton Inn 
 Call or E-mail for a brochure or to get more 

information 

Course Chairman 
Marilyn Mayer, 706-837-0013, garymayer@aol.com 

Course Registrar 
Betty Lester, 706-884-7257, bettylester@charter.net  

 

http://www.georgiawildlife.org/default.aspx
mailto:marsh@webbsight.org
mailto:garymayer@aol.com
mailto:bettylester@charter.net
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2010 State Convention 
Information  

GCG has decided to hold a one 
day mini-Convention this year, 
following shortly after the 
National event. On Monday, 
May 24, 2010, Redbud District 
will jam pack plenty of activities 
into this "one day wonder" of a 
meeting in Griffin, Ga.  
  
 

 
 

 

  

Air & Water Quality  
Georgia Burns, Chairman  

5 Canterbury Place SW, Rome 30165-8549 
706-295-1516 (h)   georgiaburns@gmail.com 

Environmental issues continue to face us as we look 
for rain that does not come nearly as often as needed 
and air that continues to become more polluted.   
Our air, water and land are so intertwined, we can 
never separate them.  Water in the clouds comes 
down as rain or sometime as snow, sleet or hail, to 
wash over the land or watershed, then seek the 
lowest area to drain into a stream, lake, river or 
ocean, then rise as water vapor into the air and 
return to the clouds to begin again.  This cycle has 
been repeating since the earth was made, but now 
we have so many more people that much strain is 
being placed on our resources around the world.  
It is crucial we are aware of important environmental 
items in our communities.  Water rationing, recycling, 
litter, air pollution, hazardous waste, water pollution 
and many other problems face our areas and it is our 
obligation to keep our local as well as our state and 
national officials aware that we care about protecting 
our environment.  They will take the avenue of least 
Ŏƻǎǘ ƻǊ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƻǳǊ ǾƻƛŎŜǎ 
heard and show them we care what happens to our 
future. 
We have learned many good practices in past years in 
the landscape to water yards less often, plant natives, 
plant less grass, use gray water from the house 
outside and other tips.  Inside we take short showers, 
have dish and clothes washers full before running and 
conserve water when possible by rethinking how we 
do things such as to use left over water for indoor 
plants or to put in the gray water jug. 
Now we need to concentrate on the air.  We are 
polluting when we use all those items advertised to 
make our homes smell good.  If they stink we need to 
find the cause and correct it, not buy Glade. Bug 
sprays and household cleaning items also can cause 
problems.  Investigate using vinegar, baking soda and 
peroxide as some safer alternatives to the items that 
are causing air pollution and therefore allergies and 
many health problems.  Outside we can consolidate 
errands, car pool, cut down on outdoor burning and 
conservatively use fertilizers and insecticides only 
when natural means do not work. 
Just by doing things in a new, better and more 
environmentally friendly way   can we save money as 
well as save our air, water and land for our great, 
great, great grandchildren. 
 

this information passed on to club officers and or 
club members. It is best for each club to have 
numerous e-contacts so nothing falls through the 
cracks. If you'd like to be added to the Laurel e-
mail list, e-mail your name, club name, and e-mail 
address to me.  
 
Always check the Laurel District web site 
(www.laureldistrict.org) main pg & calendar pg. for 
dates and registration forms of upcoming events 
and activities. You can always find the most 
current newsletter on the web site. There is also a 
list of all the clubs in the district. If your club has a 
web site be sure and send me the link (address). 
 

Information Technology  
Victoria Chandler, Chairman 

229 Rising Star Rd., Ellijay, GA 30536 
706-635-3388  RisingStar@ellijay.com 

 
 
 

Clubs please be aware if you 
have an e-contact person 
almost all information now 
comes via e-mail to your club. 
In some cases there is only 
one e-contact person, so it is 
imperative they quickly get  
 

Club Programs ς Member Services 
Barbara McCoy, Chairman 

1306 Dana Dr., Dalton 30720-5105 
706-278-5388   bmccoy@windstream.net 

 
Program aids, suggestions, speakers, slides, videos, 
and general information are listed in Programs by 
Preference. This booklet is filled with information to 
help your club find interesting programs, speakers 
and other resources. This publication is available 
through the State Headquarters.  
Please read and consider State Award #33, due 
February 1, 2010. This is the Member Participation 
Award. State Award #47, DVD/CD/Slides Club 
Program, due December 1, 2009 might be 
something that would interest your club. 
 

http://(www.laureldistrict.org/
mailto:RisingStar@ellijay.com
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/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ gardening is creating 
gardens for the enjoyment of 
children. They should not only 
entertain, but inform children of 
the various types of horticulture 
available and include information 
about various uses of and the 

ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ά/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ DŀǊŘŜƴέ ƛƴ DŜƻǊƎƛŀ 
at this time is at The Atlanta Botanical Garden in Atlanta. 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ά/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ DŀǊŘŜƴέ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
State Botanical Gardens in Athens. More information 
about this garden will follow as it progresses. All gardeners 
are urged to visit these gardens for ideas on creating your 
ƻǿƴ ƭƻŎŀƭ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ DŀǊŘŜƴΦ 

 

High School Essay Contest:  
 άwŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ !ǊƻǳƴŘ ¦ǎέΦ 
Contests are open to high school students attending 9th 
through 12th grades sponsored by a garden club. 
Length of essay should be between 500-600 words. 
Students should write the essay 
so it is suitable to be published 
in the NGC publication, The 
National Gardener. The theme 
for 2009-2010 is "Respect the 
World Around Us." In your essay 
please emphasize the need be a 
custodian of our natural resources. See the GCG website 
for full details and requirements 
http://www.uga.edu/gardenclub/essay.html  
 

Smokey Bear/ Woodsy Owl Poster Contest 
The contest is open to 1st through 5th grade students. You 
can gain information by going to the NGC Website for the 
2010 contest: www.gardenclub.org and clicking on 
ά¸ƻǳǘƘέ ǘƘŜƴ ά/ƻƴǘŜǎǘέΦ  All the information can be 
downloaded from the website. Now is the time to get the 
students started on the posters. PLEASE follow direction 
thoroughly.  The 1st, thru 4th place entries will be sent to 
the district chairman by December 1st.  A 1st, thru 4th place 
poster will be sent to the state chairman by January 15, 
2010.  Please make sure that all information details are 
clearly written on the backs of the posters.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

/IL[5w9bΩ{ D!w59b{ 

Dot Parr, Chairman 
1031 Harbins Rd., Dacula 30019-2405 

770-963-3977   dparr49705@bellsouth.net 

Youth Contests ς Speech & Essay 
Chris Cooney, Chairman  

790 Mining Gap Conn., Young Harris 30582-2326 
706-896-2169   mgap1@windstream.net 

NATIONAL GARDEN WEEK  
Dee Chandler, Chairman 

305 Muller Ln. #9058, Ellijay, Ga 30540-9307 
706-635-3370 (h), 321-480-6204 (c) 

dchandler26@cfl.rr.com 

National Garden Week, June 6-12, 2010, is a great 
opportunity to call attention to the important 
contributions that gardeners make to the beauty of 
our communities and our nation. Celebrate National 
Garden Week by showcasing your Garden Club. Some 
of the activities promoting the week have been: a 
display at a local business or library; Garden Week 
Proclamation signed by your mayor; donating books 
on gardening to the library; mini flower show; floral 
arrangement workshop; or planting a tree in a city 
park. Take lots of pictures and apply for State Award 
#56. 
 
Take plenty of pictures and write a story about your 
club to accompany the picture and take it to your 
local paper to be published. The earlier you can make 
requests for your displays, arranging with the Mayor 
for the proclamation and getting an article published 
the better chance you have to accomplish everything. 
Don't forget to include a contact person's name and 
telephone number on all your displays, arrangements 
etc. as this is a good way to get new members and a 
source for getting more information about your club 
activities to the public. Publicity is the most 
important key to the successful promotion of 
National Garden Week. 
 

PLEASE, PLEASE.....Chairpersons send a copy of the 
flyer describing your area of Garden Club 
responsibility by October 1, 2009!  These flyers will 
be included in the president's packet to be 
distributed at the Fall meeting in Hiawassee.  As a 
president, it's nice to know about litter, 
scholarships (especially bangles) etc.,etc....AND, 
having a quick reference is valuable with names of 
whom to contact!!  BE CREATIVE. 
  
Send to: 
 Mary Kate Minge 
Laurel District Club Council Chairperson 
8 North Pheasant Run, Rome 30161 
706-235-7282       mkminge1@aol.com 
Fax:  706-204-8485 

 

http://www.uga.edu/gardenclub/essay.html
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/CLV%20Garden%20Club/Laurel%20District/LD%20Newsletter%202009/www.gardenclub.org
mailto:dparr49705@bellsouth.net
mailto:mgap1@windstream.net
mailto:dchandler26@cfl.rr.com

