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Well Laurels of Light, we are on our way!  

 

 I can’t tell you how proud I am of those eight Laurels who 

 submitted ideas for our Laurels’ new salutation. Yes, only eight  

contributed, but there were seventeen entries and the names they chose were brilliant. Some were 

duplicates, some stood out on their own. But…“Laurels of Light!”  Why? What could be the 

meaning behind that title? Well, we didn’t have to go far to find an answer. Look on page 5 in our 

2009-2011 GUIDE. Check out this quote from “The Beginning Was Here” speaking about the 

first garden club that was established in 1891: “Little did they realize that they were lighting the 

candle that half a century later would be casting its beams throughout a great nation, shedding 

rays of light, beauty and happiness in the paths of thousands of followers. Thus, there came into 

being the first of countless garden clubs that today spread over our land like a benediction.” 

Even though the Laurel District wasn’t established until 1958-59, the continual shedding of light is 

now part of our responsibility. 

In checking further about the Laurel shrub and how much light it needs to grow and 

bloom, we discovered that it will grow in deep shade. But… some light will help it produce more 

healthy blooms the following spring and summer.  

  Laurels, we too can exist in the darkness, but a gentle, filtered light will help us produce 

more blooms. We do have the mission to continue that spirit of light of our first garden club 

members, “shedding rays of light, beauty and happiness.”  

How? Our Fall District Meeting at Amicalola Falls was well attended and I was most 

proud of the contributions of our committee chairs. The Market Place and raffles were also very 

successful. 

Going forward, we have the honor of hosting the 2012 Historic Landscape and Gardens 

fundraiser, a tour of the Gibbs Gardens in Ball Ground, which has been scheduled for Friday, May 

11, 2012. And, we have the challenge coming up to help with  the Deep South Convention in 

Savannah and host the  Garden Club of Georgia, Inc. Annual Convention in Marietta; both in 

2013. Volunteers are already needed for both. This is going to be tough, but we are asking each 

club and council president to work with your members and see that some are represented at each 

convention. Get started on it now. We must support the Garden Club of Georgia, Inc. 

But… that’s not all. We need to think of creative ways to promote the Special Projects of the 

Garden Club of Georgia, Inc. How will we celebrate “Garden Week in Georgia?” 

Are we promoting Community Connections through Community Gardens, encouraging 

Container Gardens and maintaining our Community Tree Canopy? How about a “Done In A 

Day” Project for Membership?  

 Are we up to it? You bet we are, you laudable, legendary, lively, limitless, leading Laurels of 

Light!  

                                                      Let’s do it! 

 

 

* Information about the Laurel Shrub is taken from:  

  Kalmia Mountain Laurel and Related Species by Richard A. Jaynes 

  a web article “Growing Mountain Laurel Plants”, by David Beaulieu, About.com 

Guide 

Mary Ellen Roos, Laurel District Director  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
“OUR GARDEN  
        OF GEORGIA” 

Caroline Silcox, 
State President  

 

“MEMBERSHIP 
OFFERS 
OPPORTUNITIES  
FOR EVERYONE” 

Unified Regional Project 

"BUILDING    
MEMBERSHIP" 

            Sara Lanier, 
                       Deep South  
           Regional Director 

 

"PROUDLY SERVING 

OUR MEMBERS AND 

COMMUNITIES" 

             Shirley Nicolai, 
        NGC 42nd President 
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“Stop and Smell 

the Flowers ” 
Mary Ellen Roos, 

Laurel District 
Director 
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AIR AND WATER REPORT  
We were all taught how the earth was made with the air, 
water and land needed for all living things. They are all 
recirculated so we are still breathing the same air and 
using the same water, but now we have billions of 
inhabitants to use them. Over the years there was much 
pollution so now with a population boom we have to face 
the fact that things must be changed to protect the earth 
for future generations.  
Every day we face many decisions.  
Ğ Will we make the effort to save rain & grey water for 

plants or let It escape?  
Ğ Will we compost our home & yard waste or let it fill 

up an expensive landfill?  
Ğ Will we recycle and learn ways to create less waste or 

put things in the garbage can to make sure we need a 
very expensive new landfill?  

Ğ Will we realize when we say throw it away that there 
is NO AWAY as it all must be put somewhere?  

Ğ Will we car pool and consolidate trips to decrease air 
pollution and save gas or continue our old, wasteful 
habits?  

Ğ Will we make sure our local officials know how 
important it is to make decisions that will protect the 
environment for future generations?  

Ğ Will we make the effort to kindly express our opinion 
by email, phone or letter so those from local to 
national level will know our concerns?  

Ğ Will we join community groups or start our own 
group to protect the environment or refuse to make 
the effort to guard the earth?  

Ğ Will we support our new state project - Community 
Water Alert - springs, streams, lakes, rivers & 
wetlands?  

Ğ Will you let me know when I can help you or your 
group make a positive difference?  

I HOPE SO.  
 
 Take the 40 Gallon Challenge to Save Water 
Please encourage every member of your club to go to 
40gallonchallenge.org to learn water saving ideas and 
sign up for the ones we are willing to do. I did this several 
years ago when I learned of it from Mary Ellen Roos. 
Later I discovered it was started by her County Extension 
Agent, Paul Pugliese, who was our speaker at Laurel's 
Annual District Meeting on October 20. This idea has 
spread around the country and Georgia needs to have 
our citizens signed up in huge numbers. The average 
person uses 100 gallons of water a day which is too much 

in these days when our US population is 312 million.  
Encourage your local officials to repair the infrastructure 
of water and sewer lines to cut waste of our precious 
water supply and sewer leakage which contaminates our 
land. They are willing to do what citizens demand, but 
often put off things unless they know we care about 
protecting the earth for future generations. You can 
make a difference. 
                                                           Georgia Burns 

 

 
 

A Few District Meeting Quotes 
 

άLǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ƨoy to be in the beautiful (nippy) mountains and 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿŀǎ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘΦέ 

Mabel Milner 
 

ά¢ƘŜ [ŀǳǊŜƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭΗ 
Fall leaves were at their height of color, the wind blew 
cold, but the warmth of friendship inside made the day 

ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΦέ 
Caroline Silcox 

 
It definitely was a Team Effort and I was very proud of 

you all. It was your support that gave me the strength to 
do my part as well. 

Mary Ellen Roos 

AIR AND WATER  
Georgia Burns , Chairman 

5 Canterbury Place, SW, Rome 30165-8549  
706-295-1516  georgiaburns@gmail.com   

http://40gallonchallenge.org/
mailto:georgiaburns@gmail.com
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Basic Horticulture Sessions 
Marietta Educational Garden Center 

505 Kennesaw Ave, Marietta, GA, 30060  
Sponsored by the Marietta Council of Garden Clubs, Inc. 

8:30am-3pm (Lunch included) 
Morning Class Session  

Afternoon Garden or Nursery Tour 
No test. No volunteer hours required. No overnight 

stays. No commitment to extended sessions. 
Improve your gardening skills and  

meet others interested in gardening. 
Tour private gardens and public nurseries. 
October 22, 2011: Vegetable Gardening  
November 12, 2011: New Plant Cultivars  

January 21, 2012: Trees and Shrubs  
February 18, 2012: Floral and Culinary Herbs  

March 24, 2012: Native Plants 
April 28, 2012: Annuals and Container Gardening  

May 19, 2012: Shade and Sun Perennials 
Price: $30 per session. 

Take as many as you like. 
Get a certificate if you complete six  

of the seven sessions offered. 
Space is limited to 30 participants. Registration required. 
For more information call Sandy Newton at 770.426.0538 

or via email at newtonms1968@gmail.com 

 
 

 
I hope everyone has looked at the information John and I 
have prepared about garden therapy. Our state hospitals 
are facing changes and challenges. Central State applied 
for and received a grant for a state of the art green 
house. It is huge and ready for work. They have no plants, 
tools, or equipment. With the closing of NWGR hospital 
Laurel District has the opportunity to help with this 
project. Central State will come and collect our 
donations. We will still do Christmas stockings, Easter 
eggs, Fig Leaf and twenty five dollar donations. Can I tell 
you anything else about this project?  
Thank you for your support.  
http://gardenclub.uga.edu/pdfs/therapy-pattern.pdf  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 At the August 25, 2011 
Laurel District Board 
Meeting in Canton, the 
members present voted 
to accept the project of 
helping to collect 
supplies for the Central 
State Hospital in 
Milledgeville for their 
new greenhouse. The 
hospital received a grant 

to purchase the 
greenhouse and it is 
beautiful, but empty. 
There are no pots, no 
plants, no fertilizer, etc. 
Laurel District Members 
are encouraged to help 
out with stocking the 
greenhouse as a project. 

Clean used pots, left 
over plants from plant 
sales, a bag or two of 
fertilizer, all would be 
very helpful. The staff 
members who will be 
working with 
individuals in the 
greenhouse plan to do 
some propagating of 
plants they already 
have, but other 
contributions will also 
be welcome. Diane 
Harbin, State Garden 
Therapy Chair, has 

offered to take supplies down to Milledgeville from time 
to time and there is also a staff member from 
Milledgeville who is willing to pick supplies up. Diane will 
keep us informed as to when a pickup time is scheduled 
and we can work around it. What do you say, Laurels of 
Light? Can we help brighten up the greenhouse and 
thereby the spirits of those working in it? 
 
 
 
 

Garden Therapy 
Tish Redwine, Chairman 

210 Sherwood Road, Rome 30165-4276 
706-291-3902 fredwine2@comcast.net 

The five in the front are:  Caroline 

Silcox- GCG President, Christopher 

Bailey- Activity Therapist, Robert 

McGregor-Activity Therapist, Gail 

Raby-Activity Therapist and 

Barbara Bourque, GCG Treasurer, 

Website Mgr and member of Garden 

Therapy Standing Com 

mailto:newtonms1968@gmail.com
http://gardenclub.uga.edu/pdfs/therapy-pattern.pdf
mailto:fredwine2@comcast.net
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LAND TRUST: MARSHALL FOREST  
 During the past administration many programs were 
accomplished at Marshall Forest in Rome. Among those, 
were redoing the Braille Trail, adding a bench, and 
preserving the Forest in many other ways. Also, there 
were numerous tours of the Forest to garden clubs, civic 
organizations, Rome Tourist and Convention Center staff, 
and other government groups that were interested in 
what had taken place in the Forest.  
The Garden Club of Georgia, Inc. and Laurel District 
certainly has an impressive name in Rome, Floyd County, 
and Georgia because of our intense passion to keep the 
Forest available for school groups and visitors from 
around the world to enjoy.  
This administration has a desire to see more 
improvements made to the trails, addition of benches for 
rest, relaxation and enjoyment of nature, and to give 
many more tours of the Forest. A $25 donation to Land 
Trust: Marshall Forest is not just for a certificate at an 
awards banquet, but goes much further than that. 
Additional information will be forth coming. You may ask 
any questions that you may have and if I don't know the 
answer I will get an answer for you as soon as possible. 
Thank you for your continued support of the Land Trust: 
Marshall Forest program.  
Dr. John Barnett 
http://gardenclub.uga.edu/marshall.html  
 

 
 
Garden Club Council of Cherokee County  
Board Meeting Report, August 25, 2011  
- The Garden Club Council of Cherokee County 

completed the hosting of a Basic Design II Class at the 
Ball Ground Community Center on April 30, 2011. 
Eighteen Garden Club Members completed the class. 
Eighteen certificates were issued.  

- The five Council Clubs continue to maintain the area 
surrounding the Blue Star Marker at the Georgia 
National Cemetery in Canton.  

- The Council is researching grant money available for 
a project at the Historic Cemetery behind the 
Courthouse in Canton.  

- The Council will be playing a significant role in 
promoting the Historic Landscape and Gardens 
Fundraiser for the Garden Club of Georgia.  

Jennie Byers, President  
P. O. Box 241, Ball Ground, GA 30107  
770-735-2062 - H, 770-596-5237 ς Cell 

 
NGC PRESIDENT'S 
PROJECT-  
PHOTO ARCHIVING OF 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS  
 
Robin Pokorski, Chairman  
We Want YOUR State on Flickr  
Share your garden club pictures 
with the world. Send pictures of your Blue Star Memorial 
plantings and dedications; your flower shows; your 
daffodil plantings; your civic beautification projects; your 
aquatic ecosystems projects; your Plantings for Public & 
Special Places projects; your glorious hydrangeas 
(President Shirley's favorite flower); your Arbor Day 
plantings; the list is long. Be sure to identify the club, 
district or state and the location.  
We'd like a monthly feature of a garden club's project - so 
send a series of 6-10 pictures of your club's project.  
Mostly we want your state represented. Our NGC Flickr 
site has only 22 states and two regions featured - that's 
less than half. Get YOUR state on the site.  
Send pictures to Robin Pokorski at RobinP@juno.com. 
Then visit the site ( 
www.Flickr.com/NationaIGardenClubs ) and find pictures 
for your newsletters and flyers and ideas for projects and 
plantings and staging and, and, and - it's all there for you.  
 
 

 

Legislation Issues in 2011  
Hello, my name is Sylvia Osborn, and I am a member of 
the Trayletaah Garden Club. Also, I am the Legislative and 
Government Affairs Chair for the Laurel District. This 
chair follows legislation that affects our environment. I 
am new at reading legislation and trying to understand 
what is being said; but with the help of the Georgia 
Conservancy and other agencies, anyone can get an idea 
of what is happening to our great state of Georgia. It is 
important that we all pay attention to what is going on in 
our government. Whether you live in an apartment, a 
farm, ranch or estate, we all live on this earth, and it is 

LAND TRUST MARSHAL FOREST 
Dr. John Barnett, Th.D , Chairman 

42 Lakeview Drive SE,  Lindale 30147-1518 
706-766-9742 drb9565@aol.com  

GARDEN CLUB COUNCILS 
Carolyn Walker, Chairman 

10 Fernwood Drive, Rome 30165-3425 
706-234-8670, 706-290-4348 (cell) cnw8670@att.net  

Legislative & Government Affairs   
Sylvia Osborn, Chairman 

129 Ridgemoor Trace, Canton 30115 
770-479-1190  silyy2@comcast.net 

http://gardenclub.uga.edu/marshall.html
mailto:RobinP@juno.com.
file:///C:/Users/MaryM/Documents/CLV%20Garden%20Club/Laurel%20District/Laurel%20News%2011_2011/www.Flickr.com/NationaIGardenClubs
http://www.flickr.com/
mailto:drb9565@aol.com
mailto:cnw8670@att.net
mailto:silyy2@comcast.net
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finite. Our earth is not going to get any bigger, and it is 
not going to get any healthier if we don't pay attention to 
what our legislators are doing. Lobbies are funneling 
millions of dollars to influence our government. We 
Laurel Ladies may not have the big bucks, but we do have 
a voice, and together our voice can be heard. I am urging 
all of you to encourage your club members to write, 
email or call your representatives when issues come up 
that affect our environment. As I understand it, the 
following is what happened this year:  
We lost our efforts to prevent billboard companies from 
clear cutting trees on roadways to better see signage. A 
sad day for Georgia.  
A trio of bills SB 128, HB 134 and HB 368 never made it 
out of committee. They are concerned with preventing 
interbasin transfers of water from the Flint and Savannah 
Rivers. We should look for this again in the 2012 General 
Assembly and show our support.  
HB 137 had language that would have given the 
Department of Transportation (DOT) a license to pollute. 
The language was removed from the bill that allowed the 
DOT and its contractors to receive two warnings before 
being fined for violating stream buffer rules to prevent 
water run-off. We should be watchful that this language 
doesn't reappear. The Georgia Conservancy and 
members of the Georgia Water Coalition were 
responsible for this amendment.  
SB 110 would repeal a law that prevents landfills over 
sensitive water recharge areas and aquifers. It would 
allow enlarging existing landfills and also allow out-of-
state garbage brought into Georgia. It passed in the 
Senate but was delayed in the House to allow residence 
in the Midstate area time to come to the Capitol to 
express their concerns before the house votes. We 
should show our support in not allowing this law to pass 

 
 
Deep South 
Region 
Convention 

March 24-25-26, 2013 
As you know, Georgia will be host for Deep South 
Region Convention, March 24-25-26, 2013, at the 
Hyatt Regency Riverfront, Savannah. Our theme 
will be "Georgia's Treasures"!  
It may seem early, but since January, we've been 
working on the Convention with Sara Lanier, Caroline 
Silcox and Hyatt Sales Manager.  
We'd like to have your recommendations of 
dependable, dedicated workers in your District, who 
would serve in capacities, such as: Table (creative 
design) Arrangements; Registration; Hostesses; Pages 
(need 4-5); Entertainment (2 dinners); Workshop (1- 

any garden related subject); "Ditty Bags" and items 
for full package attendees; Hospitality; etc. (for other 
committees, think "state convention committees"!)  
If you have any questions, please contact Shirley at 
email address below. Please send names, addresses, 
phone #s and email addresses to  
Shirley: jandslewis@comcast.net   
Gratefully,  
Shirley Lewis, DSR Convention Chairman  
Dyanna Byers, DSR Convention Co-Chairman 

_________________________________________ 
Dear Laurels of Light, - Volunteers are needed.  
The Garden Club of Georgia 2013 Convention Chair is 
Ruthellen Anderson aruthellen@@ymail.com 
The Co-Chairman is Mary Ellen Roos 
roosmelen@yahoo.com 
The following is information about the needs for the 
convention and the names and e-mails of the chairs. 
Below is listing of DSR Convention Committees: 
We have the following Committee Chairmen: (Steering, 
Credentials, Registration, Badges (name tags), Dining 
Tables/hotel lobby/business meetings, etc. floral Designs 
and Treasurer) 
1- Tickets for tours and meals (prepare and have printed, 
put into attendee packets----can be accomplished on 
Sunday afternoon/night) 
2- Name Badges (Registrar will keep you informed) 
3- Vendors' Exhibits (invite and be available to help if 
needed) 
4- Favors (2 luncheons, 2 dinners, 1 DSR Council, (ONLY) 
breakfast) 
5- DSR Committee Chairmen Exhibits (write and send 
invitation, via email or snail mail & help set up, if needed) 
6- 6 States' Sales (ways-n-means) Room (invite and help 
set up, if needed) 
7- Publicity 
8- Entertainment (at "Low Country Boil" dinner, Monday, 
March 25th and luncheon, Tuesday, March 26th  
9- Awards Room (assist DSR Awards chairman, be sure 
doors are locked and unlocked at appropriate times) 
10- Pages (3 or 4, to assist, as needed. If NGC Officer 
comes, will need to transport her to and from 
Savannah/Hilton Head Airport. 
11- Workshop (1) Obtain type of session from Sara Lanier, 
Director, DSR. Invite Presenter and assist as needed. 
12- Men's tours (One option: I suggest "The Mighty Eight 
Air Force Museum"...will need to provide transportation. 
13- Hostesses ( need 1 person, per table, at 2 luncheons, 
2 dinners and to take up meal ticket at door, for DSR 
Council breakfast, Wednesday, March 27 th) 
14- Tours of Savannah squares, homes, cemeteries, 
etc...possibly 3 different time frames.  
15-Hospitality (for DSR Director, GCG President and 
possibly NGC Officer ----gift basket, placed in their suite) 

mailto:jandslewis@comcast.net
mailto:aruthellen@@ymail.com
mailto:roosmelen@yahoo.com
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16- Table Designs (2 luncheons, 2 dinners, DSR Council 
Breakfast and Hyatt Lobby. 
17- "Ditty Bags" (would be lovely to have, if we can get 
some quality items...of course, pencil and paper good to 
have, too. Type of bag would be determined by this 
Chairman/Co-Chairmen. These are expensive and will 
only consider, if we can find someone to DONATE!!) 
18- ADS (advertising, to help defray costs of printing 
Convention Program booklet) Ie: Letter to the 6 DS State 
Presidents....some may want to advertise certain 
projects/objectives, etc...; GCG Districts may want to do 
same; Plant Nurseries; Botanical Gardens; Corporations; 
Honorariums; Memorials, etc..list could go on and on.... 
If you know other GC Folks in your district, not on your 
Board, please offer them an opportunity to serve. We 
need to have all GCG Districts well represented!! 
 
 

 

 NATIONAL GARDEN WEEK  
We celebrated National Garden Week June 6-12. A flyer 
with suggestions on ways clubs could promote various 
garden related activities in their communities and share 
the joy of gardening with others was sent out to all Laurel 
District Clubs via the list serve. Also the National Garden 
Club proclamation outlining the many reasons we 
acknowledge the importance of gardening was sent out.  

Next year National Garden Club Week will be 
June 3-9, 2012. 

A new event in Georgia is Georgia Garden Week. 
Governor Nathan Deal signed the proclamation on March 
30, 2011. The Garden Club of Georgia is partnering with 
the Georgia Department of National Resources Historic 
Preservation Division, the Georgia Department of 
Economic Development and the National Park Service 
Southeastern Region. For 2012, April 15-21 is planned as 
Georgia Garden Week. As more information is released it 
will be sent to all via the list serve.  
 
http://gardenclub.uga.edu/gardenweek.html  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Dear Laurels,  
Do you have someone in your club that is an exceptional 
member? Someone who takes on projects, is there to 
help and encourage other members, especially new ones, 
and is supportive of club activities and goals. Maybe 
they've been a member for a long time and show a real 
devotion to the ideals of our garden club organizations.  
Do you know a GREAT way to honor and acknowledge 
such a person?  
How about a LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP to The Garden Club 
of Georgia ($100), The National Garden Club ($200) or 
The Deep South Region ($50) or best of all worlds ALL 
THREE ($350)!  
This is a great way to let everyone know and continue to 
show honor to these people over the remainder of their 
garden club years. The funds received for these 
memberships go to Calendar Scholarship Fund and the 
Headquarters House Unrestricted Endowment Fund.  
¢ƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ŀŦŦƻǊŘŜŘ ŀ Ϧ[ƛŦŜ aŜƳōŜǊέ ŀǊŜΥ  
< A state life membership card  
< Will have name recorded in the permanent Life 

Members Book displayed at State Headquarters, 
Athens and included on a list in the GUIDE  

< Will have name published in Garden Gateways upon 
initial enrollment  

< May attend any State Garden Club Convention  
< Will receive special recognition at each State Garden 

Club Convention, both at an event  
and by badge identification  

< Will receive a complimentary copy of the current 
GUIDE, only on initial enrollment  

< Will receive a complimentary copy of Garden 
Gateways for one year  

Note: The honor of a Life Membership does not include 
omission of the payment of club and state dues.  
If you have such a person or persons in your group and 
would like information on how to give them a Lifetime 
Membership please contact Bess Hartley, State Lifetime 
Membership Chair, 229-768-3577        ( 
bhartley@windstream.net ) or Dot Martin, Lifetime 
Membership contact for Laurel District, 770-591- 1752 ( 
mdot@ymail.com ).  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Garden Week (GCG,NGC) 
Edna McClellan, Chairman 

180 Pacer Court,  Unit 9044,  Ellijay 30540-9307 
706-698-5825, 706-889-1230 (cell) ednamae@ellijay.com 

Life Membership (GCG,DSR,NGC) 
Dot Martin, Chairman 

4261 Moccasin Trail,  Woodstock 30189 
770-591-1752, 678-372-9958 (cell)  mdot@ymail.com 

http://gardenclub.uga.edu/gardenweek.html
mailto:bhartley@windstream.net
mailto:mdot@ymail.com
mailto:ednamae@ellijay.com
mailto:mdot@ymail.com
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Scholarships in a Nutshell  
Through our mission of education, scholarships are GCG's 
commitment to the future. Scholarships make a 
difference by touching young lives and leaving a legacy.  
We are constantly working to raise the bar in scholarship 
funding for deserving Georgia college students majoring 
in the many educational garden related pursuits that GCG 
supports.  
Our goal is to experience continued growth and progress 
for the Scholarship Program. The 2009-2011 
administration awarded 36 scholarships totaling 
$112,000 in scholarships. Three students were awarded a 
National Garden Club scholarship of $3,500 each. 
Scholarships are funded through the sales of the 
"Expression" engagement calendars, interest from the 
Brown Thrasher and Cherokee Rose Scholarships, Named 
Scholarships, the Patron of Scholarship, State Life 
memberships and other donations.  
Types of Scholarships;  
The Hubert Bond Owens Scholarship is a minimum 
scholarship of $5,000.  
The Founders Memorial Scholarship is a minimum 
scholarship of $3,500.  
The Brown Thrasher and Cherokee Rose Scholarship 
funds are endowed. This means that donations go 
directly to the principle and only the interest can be used 
for awarding scholarships. The Cherokee Rose 
Scholarship is only awarded to graduate students in the 
fields of Historic Preservation, Decorative Arts and 
Historic Architecture.  
The Garden Club of Georgia Work Scholarships are 
awarded at the discretion of the Scholarship Committee. 
Recipients of this grant must work a designated number 
of hours in a state botanical garden under the supervision 
of a college liaison.  
A Patron of Scholarship certificate is awarded with a 
$200 donation. This is a meaningful way to recognize, 
honor or memorialize a garden club member, club, 
council, individual or business. This certificate is usually 
presented at an Annual District Meeting and are recorded 
in the permanent archives at State Headquarters and 
published in the Garden Gateways.  
A Named Scholarship is established with a gift of a 
minimum of $1,000. It can be a onetime donation or 
renewed annually with a donation of a minimum of 
$1,000. It can be named to honor the donor, a person 
they wish to recognize for outstanding service, a tribute 

to the memory of a deceased loved one, or to honor a 
club, district, or local organization, etc. This donation 
follows the guidelines for all the scholarship applicants. 
Named Scholarship recipients are usually awarded during 
the two-year term the donation is made. The recipients 
are recognized in Garden Gateways, The" Expressions" 
calendar and recorded in the Archives and historical 
records of The Garden Club of Georgia, Inc. Headquarters 
in Athens. 
 
 
Dot Williams, The Scholarship Chair for the Garden Club 
of Georgia has set the date that the Scholarship 
Committee will meet as March 8, 2012. We are 
encouraged to have any donations to the Margaret 
Ballard Scholarship Fund reach Sharon Payne, the Laurel 
District Treasurer, by February 20, 2012. This will allow 
the Laurel District Executive Committee time to meet and 
approve an amount to be added so the total scholarship 
reaches the $1,000 minimum requirement for a named 
scholarship. Please make your check out to The Laurel 
District and put named scholarship on the memo line. 
Here is Sharon's address: 
 

Sharon Payne 
1090 Hwy #76, Hiawassee, GA 

30546-1682 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
Vivian Little, Chairman 

1605 Yellow Creek Road, Ball Ground 30107  
770-893-3738, vivian8921@tds.net 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Education+Quotes&view=detail&id=1F98A6DF56565B120C5F204C27C569E707276565&first=31&FORM=IDFRIR
mailto:vivian8921@tds.net
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We will always remember her. 
 
When the Garden Club Council of Cherokee County was finishing up its last Basic Design II class in May of 2011, there were some 
members who hadn't been able to complete all five classes. One of them asked if it would be possible to do a "make-up" class. I really 
didn't think so, but while at the GCG Convention in April, I asked Margaret what she thought. Without hesitation she offered to come to 
Cherokee County and work something out. We did; she did; and four more members were able to get their certificates. Margaret was 
always giving of herself to help others. 
Mary Ellen Roos, Director Laurel District 
 
Margaret was a wonderful person. She saw the best in everyone. She admired my work on the Clarkesville Monthly newsletter and 
motivated me to do the Laurel District newsletter. She also encouraged my work on the Flower Show Schedule. She was one of a kind, 
encouraging, considerate and a sincere friend.  
Mary Mach, Clarkesville Garden Club 
 
Margaret was such a dear, dear person. She took me "under her wings" and nurtured me. A number of years ago I had planned to 
attend a tour of English gardens, but after breaking my ankle, I decided to cancel. Margaret would not hear of this! She asked me to 
room with her, she looked after my luggage, and arranged a marvelous soaking bath for me. In other words, she served as my private 
nurse during those days. What a friend! I shall miss her greatly. 
Mabel Milner 

She will live on in the hearts  

of everyone who loved her. 

       God looked around and said ''I need to brighten up heaven 
with some beautiful floral arrangements''. He thought about 
who had the best talents to do this and one name came to 
mind, Margaret. Oh yes, the Lord said I need Margaret and to 
that end, Margaret went to the Lord on October 16, 2011. We 
on earth had Margaret for 64 years. She created a positive 
touch to whomever she met. Margaret was completing her 
fourth year as the first female Mayor of Cornelia. The garden 
club was her passion. She was past president of the Cornelia 
Garden Club, a lifetime member of the National Garden Club, 
the Garden Club of Georgia and the Deep South Regional 
Garden Club. She had been Laurel District director from 1993-
1995, and Laurel District Flower Show Schedule and Evaluation 
Chairman, Member of North Georgia Council of Flower Show 
Judges and past President, past President and Treasurer of 
Creative Study Club, Landscape Design Consultant, 
Environmental Consultant, National Garden Clubs, Inc Master 
Judge, Member of Carolina Atelier, Member of Creative Floral 
Arrangers of the Americas (CFAA), and past Board Member of 
the University of Georgian Botanical Gardens.. Her involvement 
in her last position as treasurer of Garden Therapy Program 
continued the dedication she showed throughout her life. 
Margaret we miss you. You have helped each of us in a special 
way. Please hear our Thank You for all you did. 

Margaret Ballard  
Feb. 07.1947 ɀ  
         Oct 16, 2011 
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Margaret was an inspiration- her kindness her creativity, her energy, her flair and much more!   Linda Killingsworth 
 
I only served on the Board during Jaydee Ager's tenure as President. During that time Patricia White and I worked on a water 
quality/quantity natural resource initiative called FLOW, Forging Leadership in Our Watersheds. I remember Margaret very fondly and 
knew her to be a true leader; she made a tremendous impression on me. Her wit; loyalty; hard working, can do attitude; and her bright, 
sensible manner were evident the first time I met her. I will miss her even though I haven't seen her for quite a while and I know she will 
be missed by the GCG and others who worked with her.  
 
Becky Champion 
Assistant Chief for Watershed Protection 
GA Environmental Protection Division 

 
 
 
 
I was in Creative Study Judges Club with Margaret. Wow, such a talented special person. She emailed me 
Maxine jokes all the time. Here is one for you Margaret...[ŜǘΩǎ turn the clock back 20 years!!! Love and miss 
you, Connie Burnes, Rome, GA 
 
 
 
 

 
It has been my pleasure to know Margaret. She is a lovely lady.   Mary Frances Grisham, Anne Hathaway Garden Club,  Marietta, GA 
 
I met Margaret in Basic Design II last spring. I loved her instruction methods and learned much from her. I also purchased some jewelry 
made by her, which of course, I will truly cherish even more, now that she is gone!  
Evelyn Foster, President, Ball Ground G.C. 
 
Margaret Ballard was instrumental in me starting The Clarkesville Garden Club in 1994. She was always willing to answer questions and 
give advice and encouragement. She will be missed very much.  
Wanslie Poole, Clarkesville Garden Club 
 
If a friend is someone you can count on, Margaret was a friend. Despite the enormous number of things she offered to do, she did all of 
them reliably, from reading and correcting show schedules to gently teaching new students in Basic Design. Her example did not go 
with her. It stayed with us. 
Karin Guzy  
 
Margaret was so much fun to work with; she always had a positive attitude and inspired you to do your best. She was one of the most 
creative people I have ever known. It was always a treat to see what she would come up with for the many programs she did on floral 
designs. Her knowledge of the "Handbook for Flowers Show Judges" made her an excellent instructor. We will surely miss her in The 
Garden Club of Georgia. 
Ruthellen Anderson 
 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.creationmovie.net/goodbye-quotes/goodbye-quotes.jpg
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GOING TO GIBBS GARDENS???  

The Laurel District is Hosting  

Tour of the  Gorgeous  Gibbs Gardens   

(300 Acre Estate on Yellow Creek Rd. near Big Canoe, in the foothills of the North GA Mountains)   

as an  Historic Landscape & Garden Gra nt  Fundraiser  

 

            Date:  Friday, May 11, 2012        Time: 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

                                     Cost: $35.00 (to  include)  

          -  Tour of Eight Manor House Gardens  

             -  Tour of Eight Valley Gardens  

-  Box Lunc h - Options:  

 Option 1:  Smoked turkey and Swiss cheese sandwich on honey wheat bread, bag of chips, cookie, condiments 

 Option 2: Cobb salad of mixed greens topped with turkey, tomato, cheese, chopped egg, bacon and red onion served with dressing on 

the side, crispy pita wedge 

 Option 3: Vegetable Panini of roasted portabella mushrooms, roasted red pepper, fresh sliced tomato, fresh mozzarella and basil garlic 

Ciabatta bread, bag of chips 
 

Also available are: Garden Gift Shop;   Arbor Café;  

                  Tram ride to Manor House ($5.00)  

 

Patrons for this event are welcome at $200 (2 tickets), Sponsors at $100 (1 ticket).   A 

portion of your contribution is tax deductible and all proceeds will go to the Garden Club of 

Georgia Historic Landscape and Garden Grant fund to help restore Georgiaõs public historic 

landscapes and gardens.  As a Patron or a Sponsor, your gift will be recognized in Garden 

Gateways .   No tickets will be printed; your name will be held on a list at the entrance to the 

gardens. Your con firmation will be e -mailed to you.  

Please address any questions to  

Jennie Byers at jenniedbyers@aol.com  770 -735 -2062 or  

Mary Ellen Roos at  roosmelen@yahoo.com  770 -345 -2498  
 

Mark your calendars and register now.   

Send check (payable to The Garden Club of Georgia, Inc.) and registration form to:  

Beverly Galanek, 407 Wood Branch St., Woodstock, GA 30188  

770 -591 -9347 or   galanekb@yahoo .com  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY ð ESPECIALLY YOU R EMAIL ADDRESS  
 

Last Name: _______________________________________ First:__________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________E-mail Address_________________________________________ 

                                                 (2 tickets included)  Patron @  $200.00  $___________ 

                                                (1 ticket  included)  Sponsor @  $100.00  $___________ 

                                      ____ Number of Tickets @ $35.00  $___________ 

                                               ____ Number of Tram rides @ $5.00     $___________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

       Check # _______    Total amount of check  $___________   

 

How many of each Lunch option :  #1________,     #2__________,    #3_________ . 

 Total must equal number of tickets purchased.          Turkey Sand.              Cobb Salad                   Veg. Panini   

mailto:jenniedbyers@aol.com
mailto:roosmelen@yahoo.com
mailto:galanekb@yahoo.com
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In most communities there is often a need for civic 
improvement, and garden club members have initiated 
so much of the beautification and conservation in our 
country.  It is to the benefit of all that this cause be 
supported and continued.  Sometimes a club receives an 
invitation to consider a community project, and other 
times the club initiates an activity.   
 
The Kids 
Kottage is a 
new service 
facility in 
Ellijay 
providing a 
safe place for 
kids, their 
families and 
relatives to 
visit.  The Garden Club of Ellijay designed a landscaping 
plan and completed the first phase, in time for the 
November 10, 2010 open house. 

 
Before 
planting.  In 
October 
2010 
members of 
the Ellijay 
Garden Club 
and group of 
residents 

doing community service planted all around the Kottage. 
 
¢ƘŜ ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻƴ aȅ aƛƴŘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳέ ǿŀǎ Ŝǎǘablished 
to encourage local garden clubs and councils to 
implement civic improvement projects providing public 
benefit.  Garden Clubs or Councils may apply for a $200 
matching grant for qualifying projects. For more 
information and a grant application, go to The GCG 
website and click on Grants and Scholarships.  
 
If your Garden Club or Council has completed a 
community project, you are encouraged to apply for a 
GCG Award, regardless of whether or not a COMM grant 
has been used. See the GUIDE for Awards offered: State 
#13, #49; DSR #1, #10; and NGC #1. 
 
 
 

 

 
Members of the 

Magnolia Garden 
Club, Laurel District, 

Cartersville, placed "Pink 
Pots" in front of the Hope 
Center Cancer facility, in 
observance of "National 

Breast Cancer Awareness" 
month...Seated are 

Marlene Henderson and Wanda Hicks and standing Sue 
Tucker, all breast cancer survivors and Wanda Love and 

JoAnn Dorsey, all members of the club. 
 
 
 

Calling all Calendar Girls 
and Guys  
request to submit designs for 
consideration in the 2013 calendar. 
The deadline to do so is January 1, 
2012.  
Designs of all types are 
welcomedτtraditional, creative, 
seasonal, etc. E-mail or snail mail a 
photo of a previously unpublished 

design, and remember that the calendar format lends 
itself to a vertical design rather than a horizontal one. 
Design entries must conform to a space no larger than 
нуέ ǿƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ пнέ ǘŀƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƭƛƳƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 
photos you may submit. However, only one design per 
person will be selected for the calendar each year.  
 
The chosen designers will then be asked to recreate their 
designs at a professional photo shoot on January 11-12, 
2012 at Bellmere Garden House (Johns Creek). A panel of 
out-of-state judges will judge the entries and select the 
Calendar Arranger of the Year and the Runner Up. You 
have several months to create a design for the calendar, 
so why not give it a shot!! You could be the next Calendar 
Arranger of the Year.  
 
Please send your design entry to Joy Zaidan at 
jzaidan@bellsouth.net or 4986 Chedworth Drive, Stone 
Mountain 30087.  
 
Cookie and I look forward to receiving your design 
photos.  
Joy Zaidan, Calendar Editor 
Cookie Roland, Calendar Co-Editor 

CIVIC IMPROVEMENT 
Sil Schell, Chairman 

PO Box 2206, Ellijay 30540  
706-636-3830, silsgardens@ellijay.com 

mailto:jzaidan@bellsouth.net
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Free+Pink+Ribbon+Clip+Art&view=detail&id=EA2ED08D2B63B33612C36DDD31BE8A0441BC4B6B&first=0&qpvt=Free+Pink+Ribbon+Clip+Art&FORM=IDFRIR
silsgardens@ellijay.com
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aŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƻŜΩƴ Lƴ 9ǳƘŀǊƭŜŜ DŀǊŘŜƴ /ƭǳō ƳŜǘ 
Friday, Sept. 30 to clean out flower beds and plant fall 
flowers as part of their Keep Bartow Beautiful project. 
Twelve mum plants of all colors and tow flats of mixed 
pansies were planted. Pictured are members of the club 
who helped with the project. Left to right, Dianne Myers, 
Sue Cox, Dot Brett, Anne Johnson, Liz King, Melissa Gay. 
Not pictured Betty Jane Tilley.  

 
 

-CHEROKEE GARDEN LIBRARY AND GCG- 
 
The Cherokee Garden Library at the Atlanta History 
Center is the premier institution in the Southeast for 
education and the preservation of Southern Garden 
History. The Library has been a partner with GCG since 
2003 through our Landscape Initiative and Landscape and 
Garden Grant Program. The needs of the Library are 
many, from preserving 16th century books to expanding 
and keeping the collection current. We are including a 
$25 donation from clubs and individuals in our GUIDE, 
and a Friend of the Cherokee Garden Library certificate 
will be sent to you for your contribution. In addition to 
the already extensive state-of-the-art archives, the 
Library is interested in expanding its collection to include 
GCG club scrapbooks and other memorabilia. Please 
consider placing the Cherokee Garden Library on your list 
of donations of $25 or more that your club makes each 
ȅŜŀǊ ōȅ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά²Ƙŀǘ ǘƻ {ŜƴŘ ²ƘŜǊŜέ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
the GUIDE. Donating your club scrapbooks, flower show 
schedules, etc. to the archives will also help broaden the 
ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DŜƻǊƎƛŀΩǎ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ Ŏƭǳō ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ 
contact Lee Dunn at lee@dunnshouse.com for questions 
and further information. 
 
Lee Dunn 
Cherokee Garden Library Liaison to GCG 
 
 

 

 
Center:  Vivian Little & Joyce Vest in Period Costume 

Lower Left - Kay Richardson & Evelyn Foster 
 

 
With a celebratory Tea  on October 1, 2011. 
Each table was decorated with a different pattern of 
china. There was a design for each decade with pictures, 
etc. for that decade, 1950-2000 (6 decades). There were 
also "period" designs on each table (Victorian, Egyptian, 
Colonial, Edwardian, Elizabethan, and Future). Each 
arrangement was made by one of the members. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

mailto:lee@dunnshouse.com
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JANUARY 2012  

6-7 
 

Fri-Sat 
 

Landscape Design School, Course II 
 

Augusta 

10 
 

Tue 
 

Georgia Native Plant Society Meeting 
 

Day Hall, ABG, Atlanta 

17 
 

Tue 
 

Georgia Perennial Plant Association Meeting 
 

Atl. History Center 

25 
 

Wed 
 

Native Plant Symposium with SBG 
 

HQ, Athens 

FEBRUARY 2012  

1 
 

Wed 
 

Deadline to submit all GCG awards not due Dec. 1 
 

 

7 
 

Tue 
 

North GA Judges Council Meeting 
 

Bellmere, Johns Creek 

16 
 

Thu 
 

GCG Awards Committee Meeting  
 

HQ, Athens 

17 
 

Fri 
 

Arbor Day in Georgia 
 

 

22 
 

Wed 
 

Laurel District Board Meeting 
 

Summerville 

MARCH 2012  

2-3 
 

Fri-Sat 
 

Landscape Design School, Course III 
 

Augusta 

19-20 
 

Mon-Tue 
 

Deep South Convention 
 

Murfreesboro, TN 

APRIL 2012  

15-21 
 

Sun-Sat 
 

Garden Week in Georgia 
 

 

16 
 

Mon 
 

GCG Board Meeting  
 

Macon 

16-17 
 

Mon-Tue 
 

GCG Convention & Awards Banquet 
 

Macon 

17 
 

Tue 
 

GCG Convention Business Meeting and Life Member 
Luncheon 

 

Macon 

MAY 2012  

1 
 

Tue 
 

North GA Judges Council Meeting 
 

Bellmere, Johns Creek 

4-5 
 

Fri-Sat 
 

Landscape Design School, Course IV 
 

Augusta 

11 
 

Fri 
 

Gibbs Gardens Tour 
 

Ball Ground 

16-20 
 

Wed-Sun 
 

NGC Convention 
 

Buffalo, NY 

JUNE 2012  

3-9 
 

Sun-Sat 
 

National Garden Week 
 

 

5 
 

Tue 
 

GCG Awards Committee Meeting 
 

HQ, Athens 

+2012       

Aug 16 
 

  District Board Meeting 
 

Marietta 

Oct 19-21   
 

Cumming Flower Show 
 

Cumming 

Oct 24    District Board Meeting  Gainesville 

2013  

Feb 14 
 

  District Board Meeting 
 

Hiawassee 

March 24-26 
 

 
 

Deep South Convention 
 

Savannah 

April  16-18   
 

GCG State Convention 
 

Marietta 
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If you're not currently on the Laurel e-mail list and 

would like to be added 

just let me know. victoria@laureldistrict.org 

 

Laurel Letters 
Mary Mach, Editor 
185 Little Eagle Mtn. Rd 
Clarkesville, Georgia 30523-8210 
mamach@mindspring.com 

mailto:victoria@laureldistrict.org

