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Hello Laurels,  
¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ completed 
in 2009 is staggering. I marvel at the creativity and enthusiasm of the Laurel District 
Clubs. 
 
February 23, Georgia Burns welcomed the Laurel District Board to Rome's beautiful new 
River City Bank for our Board meeting and a delicious home cooked luncheon. There 
were many wonderful reports which you will read about in this newsletter. 
 
The month of May will be filled with exciting activities as The Garden Club of Georgia, 
Inc. hosts the 81st Annual National Garden Clubs, Inc. Convention "Atlanta Abloom" May 
11 - 16, 2010 at the Omni Hotel in Atlanta. Everyone is invited to join in the festivities. 
See your Winter 2009/10 and Spring 2010 Garden Gateways for registration forms and 
information on all the activities planned. Volunteers are needed, contact Barbara Taylor, 
Volunteer Coordinator at rbkataylor@comcast.net or call 770-777-6642. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I look forward to seeing you soon, 
Victoria Chandler, Laurel District Director 2009-2011 "Laughter in the Garden" 
229 Rising Star Rd., Ellijay, GA 30536 
706-635-3388, RisingStar@ellijay.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

òFlourish  
 Our Futureó 

Betty Grimes,  
 State President  
 

òTogether as One  
ð Our Hands and Hearts  
 are POWER.ó 
 Mary Sue Colvin, 

DS Regional Director 
 

òThe World Around Us  
- Love It  
- Beautify It  
- Protect It ó 
Renee Blaschke,  

 NGC President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ÖGardening 

Rule:  

When weeding, the best way to 

make sure you  are removing a 

weed and not a valuable plant is 

to pull on it. If it comes out of the 

ground easily, it is a valuable 

plant. " 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
           

  

Victoria Chandler, Laurel District Director Winter, 2010 

òLaughter in 
the Gardenó 

May 26th is The Garden Club of Georgia, Inc. Annual Meeting 
"Using the Past to Build the Future" in Macon at the brand new 
Marriott Center. As always, everyone is welcome and 
encouraged to attend. See your Spring 2010 Garden Gateways 
for registration form, hotel reservation information and schedule 
of activities. The Awards room will be open before and after the 
Life Member/Awards Luncheon. It will be an exciting afternoon, 
so plan to join us and help make the most noise for ALL the 
Laurel winners! 
 
Mark your calendars for October 21, 2010. We are planning a fun 
and informative Annual Fall District Meeting at the Marietta 
Country Club. More information will be in the next newsletter. 
 

mailto:rbkataylor@comcast.net
mailto:RisingStar@ellijay.com
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ά!ǘƭŀƴǘŀ !ōƭƻƻƳέ 
 
The National Garden Clubs 81st 
Annual Convention will be 
held at the Omni Hotel in 
Atlanta, May 14-16, 2010.  
Pre-Convention business 
meetings and tours start on 
May 11th.  Garden Gateways 
Winter 2009/2010 issue has 
hotel information and 
convention registration forms.  
Of special note is the $10 
registration for Georgia that 

allows one to attend the seminars,  workshops and tours.  
There will be forty WAFA designs on display; a preview of 
the World Flower Show in Boston, June 2011.  One must 
register in order to volunteer for the many jobs that it 
takes to host a convention that anticipates roughly 600 
people. For additional information on registration, or 
more forms, the web site is www.uga.edu/gardenclub .  
Contact Barbara Taylor at rbkataylor@comcast.net  or Lisa 
Robinson at gardenlisa@att.net to volunteer for a job at 
ǘƘƛǎ άbƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜ aƛǎǎŜŘ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴέΦ 
 Each District has been assigned a luncheon or 
banquet to provide table designs.  Laurel District has the 
most prestigious event of all, the Awards Banquet.  For 
Laurel Ladies to help with the making and placing of the 
designs, contact Dorothy Lee at dslee@windstream.net .   
Make plans to attend the dinner to experience the thrill 
and excitement of Georgia winning lots of awards.  You 
will have a one-in-ten chance of winning one of the 
elegant designs. 
 Program Book advertisements are available at the 
following prices:  Garden club listing - $25, ¼ page - $50, ½ 
page - $85, full page - $150.  This is the time to honor your 
club, president, or a special person or project with your ad 
in the program book that will be viewed nationally.  
Contact Brenda Griner at brendagriner@bellsouth.net for 
further information.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
Several clubs have contacted me regarding aid for Haiti.  I 
received the following statement from Barbara Wesley, 
International Disaster/World Gardening Chairman.  If you 
or your club is interested in helping with this worthy 
cause, please follow the instructions below.  
  

Caring Members Can Reach Out to Aid Haiti 
The devastating earthquake in Haiti has left many NGC 
members wondering how they can help.  Donations are 
now being collected for Haiti through NGC. 
 
A project currently being considered by NGC is in 
conjunction with Global Partners Running Waters.  The 
focus of this project will be to provide biological filtration 
to several sites serving Haitian children.  This includes the 
Port au Prince Orphanage and seven schools in the 
mountainous Amazonas area.  These simple filters remove 
harmful bacteria and will bring clean, life-giving water to 
some of the people who need it most desperately.  The 
Board of Directors will be voting on participation for this 
project. at the upcoming Atlanta Abloom Convention 
Business Meeting.  When approved, all funds earmarked 
properly will be able to get to the Global Partners Running 
Waters organization quickly. 
 
To participate, please send your donations to 
Headquarters:  Make checks payable to NGC. Please 
indicate World Gardening - Haiti. 
 
Send to: NGC 
4401 Magnolia Ave. 
St. Louis, MO 63110 
 
Please note that this is a special fund, separate from the 
water projects we are supporting in Guatemala, and so it 
is important to clearly indicate World Gardening - Haiti 
with your payment.  For questions, contact Barbara 
Wesley, International Disaster/World Gardening Chairman 
at barbandwes@earthlink.net 
 
 

 
 

 

Promoting Our Projects 
Dorothy Lee, Chairman  

PO Box 944, Hiawassee 30546-0944 

706-896-1506    dslee@windstream.net  

Natural Disasters Support 

Ruthellen Anderson, GCG Chairman 
427 Gold Bullion Drive East, Dawsonville, 30534-3140  

706-216-5034 asptsman@windstream.net 

http://www.uga.edu/gardenclub
mailto:rbkataylor@comcast.net
mailto:gardenlisa@att.net
mailto:dslee@windstream.net
mailto:brendagriner@bellsouth.net
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/CLV%20Garden%20Club/Laurel%20District/LD%20Newsletter%202009/dslee@windstream.net
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/CLV%20Garden%20Club/Laurel%20District/LD%20Newsletter%202009/asptsman@windstream.net
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Bangles for Bucks 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŀƴŘ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ  

But you still have time to  
Give that Special someone (or yourself) 
A little Jangle to your Wrist while adding 

Jingle to the GCG Scholarship Fund! 
 

Mail form and Payment to: 
 

Bangles for Bucks Chairman 
Lisa Robinson 

400 Wade Glen Ct. 
Milton, GA 30004 

Have questions?  Contact Lisa @ gardenlisa@att.net 
 

Thanks for your Support 
 

 
Bangles for Bucks 

Add a little Jangle to your Wrist while adding Jingle to 
the GCG Scholarship Fund! Choose from 2 styles and 
2 sizes; all Handmade, Sterling Silver: 

Hammered  Qty: [ƎŜ όуΦрέύψψψψ  {Ƴŀƭƭ όуέύψψψψ 

¢ǿƛǎǘŜŘ      vǘȅΥ  [ƎŜ όуΦрέύψψψψ  {Ƴŀƭƭ όуέύψψψψψ 

Total Qty @ 25.00 ea. _______ = ________________ 

Make checks out to Garden Club of Georgia (note 
Bangles for Bucks) Order will be mailed directly to 
your home: 
 
Name_______________________________________
___________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________
____________________________________________ 

Phone 
____________________________________________
**All profits go directly to GCG Scholarship Funds to 
be Awarded to deserving Georgia Students** 

 

NATIONAL GARDEN WEEK 
June 6-12, 2010 

 

National Garden Week is a great opportunity to call 
attention to the important contributions that gardeners 
make to the beauty of our communities and our nation. 
 
Celebrate National Garden Week by showcasing your 
Garden Club. Some of the activities promoting the week 
have been: a display at a local business or library; Garden 
Week Proclamation signed by your mayor; donating books 
on gardening to the library; mini flower show; floral 
arrangement workshop; or planting a tree in a city park. 
Take lots of pictures and apply for State Award #56. 
 
Take plenty of pictures and write a story about your club 
to accompany the picture and take it to your local paper to 
be published. The earlier you can make requests for your 
displays, arranging with the Mayor for the proclamation 
and getting an article published the better chance you 
have to accomplish everything. Don't forget to include a 
contact person's name and telephone number on all your 
displays, arrangements etc. as this is a good way to get 
new members and a source for getting more information 
about your club activities to the public. Publicity is the 
most important key to the successful promotion of 
National Garden Week. 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND  
Kathy Hawthorne, Chairman 

khawth1974@aol.com  

NATIONAL GARDEN WEEK 
Dee Chandler, Chairman 

305 Muller Ln. #9058, Ellijay, Ga 30540-9307 
706-635-3370 (h) 321-480-6204 (c)  

dchandler26@cfl.rr.com  

cd 

 

 
2010 GCG ANNUAL 

MEETING/CONVENTION 
The Garden Club of Georgia, Inc. Annual 
Meeting/Convention will be May 26. There will be 
one general Membership Business Session on 
Wednesday May 26 at 10 AM. The Business Session 
will culminate with the Awards Luncheon and Life 
Member Recognition. The Awards Room will be 
available to view the morning of the Business 
Session. Make your plans now for the Convention, 
"Using the Past to Build the Future".  
Help make the future of GCG as glorious as its past. 
See your spring 2010 Garden Gateways for more 
information and a registration form. 

mailto:gardenlisa@att.net
mailto:khawth1974@aol.com
mailto:dchandler26@cfl.rr.com
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I want to thank all the Laurel District Clubs who 
participated in the purchase of GCG 2010 calendars. 
This is a wonderful calendar and I know all those using it 
will enjoy it and learn from its tips. Our district had a good 
sales year.  The final numbers will be given out at State 
Convention, but I know we have been in the running for 
the highest percentage of district sales. 
 

There may be some changes in the 
handling of next year's calendars and I 
will pass them along to you as they are 
finalized.  If you attended the Laurel 
District Meeting in October you will 
remember I challenged all the clubs to 
start now to make a list of the calendars, 
numbers and sizes that your club 

members will want for next year.  I don't expect the 
numbers to be exact, but if we have a reasonable 'ball 
park' figure hopefully no club will be disappointed by not 
getting the size and number of calendars desired.  Send a 
list around at your spring meetings until all your active 
members have had a chance to 'sign up.'  When you have 
a reasonable estimate, e-mail or call me with your club 
name and the numbers of the two sizes your members 
have requested.  I do not want any money and don't need 
a calendar order form at this time.  I am hoping that all the 
districts will do something similar and avoid The Garden 
Club of Georgia having a large over-run of calendars this 
next year. 
 
Remember, all the proceeds go to scholarships and GCG 
has given out a lot of scholarship money over the past few 
years.  Let's have 100% from each club and really take our 
sales to a new level.  Just add $8 into your dues for a GCG 
calendar and your club will be 100% for 2011.  Thanks for 
being such a great district. 

 

 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Spade and Trowel Garden Club, Rome 
for being the first Club in the state to apply for the new 
$200 Flower Show Grant. There show will be April 21 ς 22 
at the Rome Library. If your club has never had a flower 
show or has not had one in the past five years, you are 
eligible to apply for this grant to help fund a Standard 
Flower Show.  The Application Form is available on GCG 
web site. 
 
 Laurel clubs and councils are making plans for Flower 
Shows in 2010. Cumming Garden Club is planning one for 
June 4. Clubs and Councils in Clarkesville, Ellijay, 
Hiawassee, Marietta, Buford, and Gainesville are planning 
Standard Flower Shows. Remember two preliminary 
copies of a Standard Flower Show schedule must be sent 
to Margaret Ballard, P.O. Box 338, Cornelia, GA 30531-
0338 for corrections before sending the schedule to the 
State Schedule Chairman.  
 
Dalton is planning to present a flower show for a senior 
citizens group. It will not be a Standard Show but will give 
members a chance to express their creative talents plus 
provide fun entertainment for these members of their 
community. 
 
Join in the fun!  Members will enjoy learning more about 
horticulture, design, and the educational goals of NGC and 
GCG. Let me know if I have left your show out. 
 

 
 

Youth Essay & Poster Contests 
 
Winning Woodsey Owl, Smoky Bear, 
and youth poetry entries were sent 
into the State Chairman to be 
judged statewide. These entries 

came from Marietta, 
Rome, Gainesville, Ellijay 
and Hiawassee 
sponsoring clubs. Eleven High School Essays 
were received from Hiawassee. They were 
judged and five entries were mailed to the 

State Chairman. No entries were received from any other 
clubs in Laurel District. Only Hiawassee notified this 
chairman of their State Registration. 

 
 

CALENDAR MARKETING  
Pam  Kuchler, Chairman 

6659 Ben Parks Rd.,  Murrayville 30564-1315 
770-983-3168 ptkuchler@bellsouth.net   

 

Youth Contests ς Speech & Essay 
Chris Cooney, Chairman  

790 Mining Gap Conn., Young Harris 30582-2326 
706-896-2169   mgap1@windstream.net 

Flower Show Schools, Credentials & Grant 

Caroline Silcox, Chairman 
951 East Lake Dr., Gainesville  30506-1729 
770-534-4506       csilcox@bellsouth.com 

mailto:ptkuchler@bellsouth.net
mailto:mgap1@windstream.net
mailto:csilcox@bellsouth.com
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The year 2008-09 was a busy one for Roadside 
Beautification.  Donations coming in from local clubs to 
the Roadside Beautification account, totaled over $4,000, 
the largest ever to help with purchase of wildflower seeds 
for roadside plantings by GDOT, so that many certificates 
were presented at the GCG Convention in April, 2009. 
 

Donations coming in for recognition to be given at the 
State Convention in April 2010, have been only half this 
ƳǳŎƘΣ ǎƻ Ŏƭǳōǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ΨǎǘŜǇ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŜΩ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ 
keep the program going.  In 2009 there were 417 garden 
clubs listed in Georgia.  If just half of these clubs donated 
the $25, then the amount would have totaled over $5,000.  
Only about $2,000 was donated for the project by the 
time this report was actually due in January.  It is evident 
that many clubs are not budgeting money when they 
make their yearly club budgets!! 
 

Garden Clubs are urged to put the $25 donation in their  
budget each year, and plan to get the donation made on 
time.  Urgency is needed in helping keep the highway 
beautification program going in Georgia. 
 

On a better note, there is exciting news to give.  Over a 
number of years the donations have accumulated, as well 
as GCG winning National Award competition several times 
with $1,000 award moneys coming in, so that GCG was 
able to accumulate enough funds to donate a check in the 
amount of $10,000 to Georgia DOT to buy wildflower 
seeds.  This donation was made in September 2009 at a 
Board Meeting of GDOT by the chairman and co-chairman 
of Roadside Beautification. 
 

Since the National Garden Club 
is promoting as a project 
άǇƭŀƴǘ ƛǘ ǇƛƴƪέΣ DŜƻǊƎƛŀ 5h¢ 
was asked to promote the 
planting of pink wildflowers 
along the highways around 
Atlanta, so that when the 

National Convention is held in Atlanta, pink wildflowers 
will be in bloom. 
 

GDOT landscape architect, Chris DeGrace, has informed 
GCG Roadside Chairman Kathryn Litton that the $10,000 
donation was used to purchase pink mix poppies that 
planted seven acres around Atlanta highways to hopefully 
be in bloom when the National Convention comes to 
Atlanta in May, 2010. 

Please keep the donations coming so that GCG may 
continue to promote the planting of wildflowers along the 
Georgia Highways. 
 

CIVIC IMPROVEMENT 
 

 Sherle Beck, GCG 
Chairman of Civic 
Improvement, suggests that 
ƎŀǊŘŜƴ Ŏƭǳōǎ Ŏŀƴ άǇƭŀƴǘ ŀ 
ǎŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƛǘ ƎǊƻǿΦέ 5ƻŜǎ 
your club want to plant a 
seed of improvement in your 
community? If your club 
needs monetary help with 
a project such as planting 
trees or a garden or 

installing a   
  Blue Star Marker, 
consider applying for a Community on My Mind Grant.  

For qualifying projects, grants may be applied for from The 
Garden Club of Georgia.  For more information and a two-
ǇŀƎŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ Ǝƻ ǘƻ D/DΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 
(www.uga.edu/gardenclub) and click on Grants and 
Scholarships. If your Garden Club or Council has 
completed a community project, you are encouraged to 
apply for a GCG Award, regardless of whether or not a 
COMM grant has been used. See the GUIDE for Awards 
offered: State #13, #49; DSR #1, #10; and NGC #1. 
 

 
From the Director Operations Susan Schroeder 
Smith-Gilbert Gardens is a public garden owned by the 
City of Kennesaw in Cobb County.  Only recently opened 
to the public on a regular basis, we are trying to let people 
know about our "hidden gem". 
 

Smith-Gilbert Gardens is located on 13 acres.  In the 
1970's the previous owner started planting viburnum and 
holly in order to attract birds.  There are now over 3,700 
plant species, many quite rare, in the garden.  The garden 
contains a woodland walk, conifer display garden, rose 
garden, perennial border, rock garden and  
pond/waterfall feature.  Smith-Gilbert is also home to 30 
outdoor sculptures and a historic 19th century home. 
 

2382 Pine Mountain Road Å770-919-0248 

www.kennesaw-ga.gov/sga 
 

ROADSIDE BEAUTIFICATION 

Kathryn Litton, Chairman 
5467 Collins Rd., Blairsville, 30512-7151 

706-745-5478 (h), 706-781-4858 (c)  
kathlitt@windstream.net 

Rachel Fowler, Co-Chairman 
 

CIVIC IMPROVEMENT 
Kathy Haynes, Chairman 

1149 Green St. Circle, Gainesville 30501-2208 
770-532-4212,  kathyhaynes@bellsouth.net 

www.kennesaw-ga.gov/sga
mailto:kathlitt@windstream.net
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BBBaaasssiiiccc   DDDeeesssiiigggnnn   CCClllaaassssss   
   

The Garden Club Council of Cherokee County wrapped up its Basic Design Class I sessions on November 21, 2009. 
Fifteen to twenty members participated in the five sessions headed up by Jeannine Row and Helga Palframan. All 
had a great time and displayed some beautiful arrangements. 
 

Entire group at the last class. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GARDEN CLUB COUNCIL OF CHEROKEE COUNTY 

Mary Ellen Roos, President, Garden Club 
Council 1371 Little Deer Run, Canton 30114 

770-345-2498, roosmelen@yahoo.com 

Jeannine Row 
with one of her 
"creative" 
arrangements 

Jennie Byers and Paula Dorris, sisters, 
from the Ball Ground Club 
 "Anesta Ga-Da" 

Glenda Thompson, president of 
the Trayletaah Garden Club in 
Canton with her line mass design 

roosmelen@yahoo.com
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NELLE ALLISON AWARD 
 
At a recent Laurel Garden Club meeting, Caroline Marsh of 
Canton was awarded the 2009 Nelle Allison Award. Caroline has 
been a past president of the club and an asset to it.  A former 
teacher at Cherokee High School and long-time friend of Nelle 
Allison and her family, Caroline has a deep compassion for the 
sick and has been active within several charitable organizations, 
such as elder hostel and her church. She is very deserving of this 
award. 
 
The Nelle Allison Scholarship Award is named in honor of Nelle 
Allison who was active in Georgia Garden Clubs for more than 60 
years. She was the organizer and founder of two garden clubs in 
Cherokee County, Laurel in Canton and Anesta Ga-Da of Ball 
Ground. 
 
The award honors a club member who best exemplifies the 
principles in gardening participation. 

 
 
 
 
 

2009-2011 DEEP SOUTH UNIFIED REGIONAL PROJECT  
The Deep South Unified Regional Project άtwh¢9/¢LbD h¦w ²hw[5ΧΧ[L±LbD Dw99bΧΦΦ[L±LbD 
/[9!bέΣ is an invitation for persons of all ages, especially young children and the handicapped, to 
participate with the G.R.I.T.S. members of the Deep South Region. And in case you are wondering 
ǿƘŀǘ DΦwΦLΦ¢Φ{Φ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ΧΧƛǘ ƛǎ DŀǊŘŜƴŜǊǎ wŜǎƛŘƛƴƎ Lƴ ¢ƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘΦ  
This project is NOT a fundraiser. It is an initiative to focus awareness on the urgent need to protect 
our environment and to formulate actions for living green and living clean. One only needs to look 
around at our streets, roadways, rivers and streams to see the various threats to our environment that occurs.  
It is through this project that the members of garden clubs of the Deep South Region of the National Garden Clubs, Inc., hope 
to develop innovative and more up-to-date ideas to educate and motivate our citizens ς of all ages - to protect our world.  
Your options are far reaching! Direct your project to homes and business, gardens, schools, environmental education, 
communities or natural resources/ecology or incorporate some or all of these areas. Encourage your mayors to join in this 
ŜŦŦƻǊǘΦ IŀǾŜ ƘƛƳκƘŜǊ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜ ŀ άth²έ day.  
Information material to peak your interest and to give you some ideas for your project will be provided. The possibilities are 
limitless!!!! The success of this project totally depends on YOU and your commitment to preserving and protecting the world 
around us.  
Competitive monetary awards are offered for youth, youth club, garden club and state projects. At the end of this two-year 
term the comprehensive Deep South Region project will be entered into competition with the other regions of National 
Garden Clubs, Inc. for the best regional project. It is very important that each Deep South garden club member participates in 
order to make this project a tremendous success.  
It is our goal that through your participation in this project, you will gain additional insight and success personally as we 
endeavor to protect our world by living green and living clean - and that our WORLD will be a better place as a result of the 
activities and accomplishments of the project.  
Thank you,  

Kathy Bedenbaugh, Chairman  
Georgie Petitjean, Co-Chairman     2009-2011 Deep South Unified Project 

Pictured from left to right: Marie Woodall, Nelle 
Allison Award Chair and Caroline Marsh, Award 

recipient. 


